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AMEMBASSY BERN 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
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1. SOURCE AT IRISH DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS INFORMED US 
THAT IRISH GOVERNMENT HAS NO PROBLEM WHATSOEVER WITH IEA PRICE 
FLOOR CONCEPT; ON THE CONTRARY, IRISH FEEL IT IS NECESSARY 
INCENTIVE TO DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES. GOI, 
HOWEVER, SHARES GERMAN CONCERN (REF B) OVER POSSIBILITY THAT 
FLOOR PRICE MIGHT BE SET TOO HIGH. IRISH DO NOT HAVE ANY FIGURE 

IN MIND FOR ACCEPTABLE FLOOR PRICE, BUT WE HAVE IMPRESSION THEY 
WOULD HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH GERMAN FIGURE OF $5-6 PER BARREL. 

2. IRISH ATTITUDE ON THIS, AS WELL AS OTHER ENERGY QUESTIONS. IS 
INFLUENCED BY FACT THAT IRELAND HAS NO SIGNIFICANT PETROLEUM 
RESOURCES. ESSO IN A FARM IN ARRANGEMENT WITH MARATHON LAST 
YEAR REPORTED AN OFFSHORE OIL SHOW NEAR CORK, BUT THERE IS AS YET 
NO EVIDENCE THAT IT IS COMMERCIALLY EXPLOITABLE. OFFICIALS IN 
ECONOMIC DIVISION OF DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS GIVE NO 
INDICATION THAT GOI THINKS THAT THERE IS ANY ECONOMIC 
PROSPECT FOR PETROLEUM PRODUCTION IN IRELAND AND ARE ACTING 
ACCORDINGLY. 
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